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Perfect Being Theologians (PBT) argues that God as a perfect being must possess the following characteristics: impassibility, immutability, omniscience, Omni benevolence, omnipotent, and have an eternal nature (Handout Philosophy of Religion paper topics). This argument started with the Greek philosophers hundreds of years before Jesus Christ time and the knowledge of the Bible. Greeks created a “Perfect Being” through reasoning about their own concept of perfection that was later recollected from some Christians to describe the biblical God as a perfect being. The purpose of this paper is to prove that PBT’s God doesn’t match the biblical God. The characteristics mentioned by PBT are by definition to square to fit the biblical God.

One of the attributes of the PBT is impassibility; meaning that God does not feel sadness, sorrow or pain. He doesn’t have feelings or doesn’t get affect by our feelings. But in the Bible we can find several histories about God’s anger or love for us. An example is when he destroys Babylonia because they didn’t keep the commandments and turned away from him. He could “decide” to be involved in the world and get affected by us. He also could feel sympathetic feelings for us, but overall he has a perfect happiness; which means that God cannot be impassible because at some level God can feel mankind’s sorrows, sadness and pain, and God can feel perfect happiness. Also impassibility is not perfection in the attributes of a perfect God because it limits our relationship with God. In the bible people have constant relationships between God and the prophets, and in all those relations God shows that he loves them, cares about them, and he also punishes them and punishes all the other people that may try to hurt them. 
In the definition of “The Impassibility of God” Clark Pinnock explain a passage in the bible from Hosea 11:8 RSV that says “My heart recoils within me, my compassion grows warm and tender”, where he concludes that God shows love for us, by saying:  “The theme of suffering strongly brings out God’s openness to the world. Not aloof and impassive, God does not just imagine what it would be like to suffer; he actually suffers because of his decision to love.” (Pojmam, p.31). Clearly Pinnock recognizes that the biblical God has an interaction of emotions with his people, so the biblical God can’t be impassible. He is showing God has omnibenevolence.

At the same time the PBT attribute of God as impassible contradicts the attribute of omnibenevolence. Omnibenevolence is God’s characteristics to be all loving and perfectly good. This is one of the biggest attributes God has because it is what makes him more close to us. If God can’t feel, how can he be all loving and good with us, and why would he care about us at all? PBT says that he can be impassible and he can be omnibenevolent at the same time; which is the same as saying he has feelings and can’t feel at the same time, which it is an absurdity.  The biblical God is Omnibenevolent when he shows love and emotions for his people, when he forgive them. That takes us to conclude that impassibility define by PBT is definitely not a characteristic of the biblical God.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Another attribute in PBT is God’s immutability which makes him unchangeable; no change is possible in a perfect being. The bible shows several times where God has changed his decisions and his actions against us. Pinnock says in his work “The Immutability of God” that: “The God of the bible is a God of action, not inaction. God is immutable in essence and in his trustworthiness over time, but in other respects God changes.” (Pojmam, p.31). Pinnock agrees that God changes because he is a God of action and in his interactions with people he becomes affected and changes. Which again we are dealing with God can change and at the same time God can’t change which it is an absurdity. This leads us to conclude that immutability defined by PBT is definitely not a characteristic of the biblical God.

The next attribute in PBT is God’s omniscience which means perfect knowledge. God has the power to know all and all the truths in the universe. The problem here is that if he knows everything that means that he also knows what is going to happen. He is able to see past, present and future as a whole, and if he knows everything that is going to happen then we don’t have a free will. Without our free will there is no purpose in this life because everything is predetermined by God. In the Bible God gives free will to his people all the time. He allows us to fail and to choose between him and evil. What is the purpose of changing his decisions about us if he already knows what is going to happen? He couldn’t regret something that happens because he already knew that it was going to happen anyway. Why bother to try and be better if he knows the outcome of everything. We are either set up for failure or set up for success but it’s not in our control. It could mean that we had a predetermined life, which in this case would mean that there is no purpose to even interact with us to try to change things around or change his decisions if he knows what is going to happen anyways. The biblical God give to his people the right of taking decisions, which this is why he reacts with anger or love to each one of the decisions made by people.

Another attribute in PBT is God’s omnipotent attribute means that he is all powerful. He can do anything that we can imagine or think as impossibility. No limits in God’s power. Everything that such a perfect being could do and he has chosen to create a world and humans to reward and punish until the end of times. In the Bible God has reasons for everything that happens (cause - effect) and only he knows those reasons. But he uses his power only a few times in the Bible; an example is when Egypt didn’t release the Hebrews and God sent his plagues until they finally let the Hebrews go. An all powerful God could have just destroyed the Egyptians and free his people, but instead he decided to send plagues that Hebrews and Egyptians would suffer.  PBT God being so powerful would have destroyed the whole of humanity with a blink of an eye; but biblical God wouldn’t show such powerful God, instead he is a fair God making people learn justice by allowing suffering. The Bible shows a God that has only showed his full power by creating us and everything around us, but he hardly has ever committed a bad action against us, even though for him it would be as easy to destroy all just as a child destroys anthills in his back yard. PBT all powerful attribute of God is too strong and implies that his power is use on the people, but truly the biblical God doesn’t use his full power.   

The last attribute we’ll go over in PBT attributes of God is God’s eternity. God is outside time, meaning God does not experience time with us. The past, present and future is just one for God. In the Bible God is described as being present all the time. His presence allows him to know if the people are being righteous or not. People rely on him in the Bible to progress in the spiritual world, being close to God made people become better spiritually. The prophets from the Bible improved because of God’s presence. God also is present from the time that the world is created in the book of Genesis all the way to the last book of Jesus Christ’s coming and all the way to the end of the New Testament. God is present every time he speaks or reveals to his prophets. If God is outside the time how can he conceived to be present with the people at all time?  The only possible way is that God is part of our time; he is active with us in the present, past and future. Therefore eternity described in PBT is not defining the biblical God.

In conclusion something that is perfect but cannot feel, cannot change, has perfect knowledge, perfect power, perfect love, is inconsistent is too perfect to be true. Also if he is that perfect why would he ever create us? There is no relationship without an influence from one to another, and if the biblical God has a relationship with us that mean that he affects people and people affect him. The biblical God is in constant movement in an active and emotional relationship with his people, which means that he could be perfect being but the attributes that PBT has and their definitions are not a fit for the biblical God. The biblical God punishes, loves, cares, changes, allow us to make decisions and make mistakes. God could be impassibility, immutability, omniscience, Omni benevolence, omnipotent, and have an eternal nature, all the attributes PBT has given, but that doesn’t describe the biblical God. The biggest problem with PBT is the definition of each characteristics and the concept itself of perfect God. The PBT concept it’s too perfect to be truly perfect and at the same time PBT is not a description of the God that it’s known from the Bible. 
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